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About SAVAC (South Asian Visual Arts Centre)
SAVAC (South Asian Visual Arts Centre) is the only non-profit, artist-run centre
in Canada dedicated to the development and presentation of contemporary
visual art by South Asian artists. Our mission is to produce innovative programs
that critically explore issues and ideas shaping South Asian identities and
experiences. We encourage work that is challenging, experimental and engaged
in critical discussions of visual forms and processes, and which offer new
perspectives on the contemporary world.
SAVAC develops and produces exhibitions, and a range of contemporary visual
art interventions and programs. SAVAC works without a gallery space, and
typically in collaboration with other artist-run centres, public galleries and visual
arts and educational organizations. This collaborative process of working allows
us to foster important ties with the mainstream art community, encouraging an
exchange of ideas and perspectives, and increasing our organizational reach
and visibility.
SAVAC’s programming is national in scope, but we are actively engaged
with regional and international discussions informing the development of
contemporary South Asian art. SAVAC plays a vital role in the visual arts sector
in Canada by advocating for South Asian artists and culturally diverse issues
and practices.
SAVAC receives operating funding from all levels of government: The Canada
Council for the Arts, The Ontario Arts Council, and the Toronto Arts Council.
SAVAC is currently also receiving multi-year funding from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. SAVAC gratefully acknowledges the support of these funding
agencies. SAVAC flourishes because of the energy, commitment and enthusiasm
of its members.
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Co-Chair’s Report
It is our pleasure, on behalf of the SAVAC Board of Directors, to provide a brief
overview of Board activities in 2009.
At the last AGM, Fayiaz Chunara, Anita Balakrishna and Noni Kaur were voted
onto the Board. Pamila Matharu, Rosina Kazi, Rachna Contractor and Jaspreet
Sandhu stepped down through the course of the year. We would like to extend
our sincere thanks to outgoing Board Directors for their very hard work. This
included the resounding success of SAVAC’s 15th Birthday Party featuring State
of Bengal held at Wrong Bar in October 2008. The Board of Directors is actively
seeking new members, and welcomes applications or enquiries from SAVAC
members interested in assisting with governance and fundraising.
This past summer, SAVAC’s Board of Directors organized a Board Retreat which
focused on developing an updated Strategic Plan. We worked with consultant
Judy Wolfe on developing a forward–looking vision and clear goals. We look
forward to developing this plan with the input of the membership. We expect
to be hosting a community consultation in coming months, and look forward to
your input and participation.
In the fall of 2009, Executive Director Haema Sivanesan and Co-Chair Fayiaz
Chunara travelled to Montréal to meet with SAVAC’s Montréal membership. The
trip was a welcome opportunity to better understand the context and needs of
our Montréal members. It was also an opportunity to introduce SAVAC and its
mandate to Montréal museum and gallery directors and curators. A number of
organizations voiced their interest in partnering with us on future programs.
Even through the recent economic crisis, SAVAC continues to be on sound
financial footing. Our funders have maintained or increased the value of
our grants, citing the strength of our organization and its programming. Our
application for Charitable Status was recently approved by the Canada Revenue
Agency, opening up new funding opportunities from both the private and public
sector.
2008/09 was a remarkable and productive year for SAVAC. We would like
to acknowledge the hard work of the SAVAC team and our fellow Board
colleagues, without whom we wouldn’t have achieved such success. Finally, on
behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank our members for their
support and participation in the past year.
Fayiaz Chunara & Oliver Husain
Co-Chairs, Board of Directors
SAVAC (South Asian Visual Arts Centre)
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Executive Director’s Report
SAVAC’s 2008/09 year continued to expand our scope in actively leading and
developing contemporary visual arts programming by South Asian artists.
We began our programming year with an engaging residency and series
of projects by Mumbai-based artist Sharmila Samant who worked with the
Goan community in Mississauga to develop a project looking at the return
migration of Goans in the diaspora back to India (August/September 2008). This
project enabled us to develop a new partnership with the Office of the Arts in
Mississauga, and to re-connect with Centre A, Vancouver in the development
and presentation of this program.
SAVAC’s 2008 program developed our goal to encourage experimental,
challenging and high quality programming. Further highlights of our program
included South-South: Interruptions and Encounters curated by Tejpal Ajji
and Jon Soske at the Justina M Barnicke Gallery (JMB), University of Toronto
and The One Year Drawing Project: May 2005-October 2007 presented at the
University of Toronto Art Centre in conjunction with the 4th Annual Tamil Studies
Conference. These programs developed our aim to foster critical discussions
around some key thematic and conceptual concerns shaping contemporary
South Asian art.
We were very excited to work with several new partners along with more familiar
co-presenters to present our 2008/09 program. These included: the Office of
the Arts, Mississauga; Centre A, Vancouver; Harbourfront Centre; UpArt Fair at
the Gladstone Hotel; Cinecycle; Justina M Barnicke Gallery and the University
of Toronto Art Centre (UTAC), University of Toronto; Raking Leaves, UK; Telus
Mosaic Festival, Mississauga; Masala! Mehndi! Masti!, CARFAC Ontario and Art
Metropole.
SAVAC actively plays a role in contributing to a range of discussions on cultural
diversity in the visual arts. In our 2008/09 year this has included presentations at
the CERIS conference on immigration and the arts organized by York University,
as well as participation at the Canada Council for the Arts Artist Run Centre
Committee, participation at the ARCCO Hot Buttons Conference and attendance
at the AGMs and presentations at Sheridan Institute of Technology and
Advanced Learning and Friends of South Asia at the Royal Ontario Museum.
A key feature of our 2008/09 year was the development of Education and
Outreach programs. These programs are designed for member artists to develop
skills and networks to gain further opportunities in the visual arts community in
Toronto. We are keen to engage new members of our community in productive
dialogues through visual art, with a focus on outreaching to more marginalized
sectors of our community. Highlights of this program included the “Making a
House a Home” drawing workshop, which was developed in conjunction with
The One Year Drawing Project: May 2005-October 2007 exhibition. SAVAC
also presented a series of professional development programs conducted by
educator Barbara Gilbert to engage our members in updating their professional
skills and accessing resources. We encourage our members to keep an eye out
for the quarterly Education and Outreach postcard, which details these events.
We hope to have you sign up for events in the coming year. We also welcome
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Executive Director’s Report (cont’d...)
suggestions and feedback from members regarding these programs. Please
contact us if you would like to propose a relevant workshop.
SAVAC is currently building a new website, developed by Sidrah Laldin and
designed by Fathima Cader of likethewind designs, to be launched in the
upcoming year. As usual it’s been a busy year at the SAVAC office. I would like
to thank our enthusiastic and dedicated team: Srimoyee Mitra, our Programming
Co-ordinator who tirelessly delivers a range of exhibition and screening
programs; Kohila Kurunathan, Communications Officer who oversees and
manages our web and marketing projects; Ambereen Siddiqui, Education and
Outreach Officer who sadly left us in the summer for grad school; Allan Tong,
Educator, currently working on lesson plans for our screening program Monitor
for TDSB schools; and Ghufran Sallay our trusty and treasured bookkeeper.
I’d also like to thank Mary Chauvin, Rekha Ramachandran, Tharmila Rajasingam,
Gurpreet Sehra and Randeep Bakshi for volunteering their time to help us in
the office this past year. Many thanks also to our various artist members who
volunteered to assist us with exhibition installation and program related tasks,
especially during Nuit Blanche, 2008.
SAVAC submitted an application for Charitable Status in the summer, 2009 and
have recently been advised of our success, paving the way for a whole new area
of organizational development in 2010.
Haema Sivanesan
Executive Director
SAVAC (South Asian Visual Arts Centre)
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Programming Report – Artistic programs
SAVAC’s most significant achievement in the programming year of 2008/09,
was to build new partnerships with public galleries and arts organizations
in Toronto, the GTA and nationally. As we developed innovative programs in
collaboration with our partners we engaged new audiences, artists and curators
and introduced them not only to SAVAC, but also to the contemporary art
practice of South Asian artists today. In conjunction with our artistic programs,
we developed a new series of education and outreach activities to benefit our
members and reach broader audiences.
Here are the highlights from last year’s artistic programs:
Sharmila Samant, Kathajaal: A Web of Stories
31 July – 9 September 2008
Presented in partnership with the Office of Arts and Culture in Mississauga
and Centre A gallery in Vancouver, internationally-acclaimed artist Sharmila
Samant spent three weeks during a residency during which she worked on the
production of a new video work based on the Goan community in Mississauga.
The work culminated in an artist talk at the Mississauga Art Gallery and a solo
show at Centre A, Vancouver.
Member Solo Exhibition: Hajra Waheed
4–6 October 2008
SAVAC presented member artist Hajra Waheed’s photo-based installation at the
Gladstone Hotel’s UpArt Contemporary Art Fair. This was Waheed’s first solo
exhibition in Toronto.
SAVAC’s 15th Birthday Party
24 October 2008
To celebrate SAVAC’s 15th Birthday, SAVAC brought UK-based DJ State of
Bengal to Toronto, to play along with local DJs DJ Zahra and DJ Nick Red.
SAVAC Member and media artist Faisal Anwar developed projected images
throughout the evening.
MONITOR 5: New South Asian Short Film and Video
26 February 2008
Curated by New-York based filmmaker Mridu Chandra and played to a packed
house with standing room only. The screening brought together works by artists
from Canada, India, Pakistan and the US.
South-South: Interruptions & Encounters
2 April – 28 May 2009
Brought together eight high profile artists - including Hew Locke, Jamelie
Hassan and Brendan Fernandes - whose work is situated at an intersection of
African and South Asian history, politics, or culture. This exhibition was SAVAC’s
first partnership with the reputable Justina M Barnicke Gallery at the University
of Toronto.
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Programming Report – Artistic programs (cont’d...)
The One Year Drawing Project: May 2005 - October 2007
5 May – August 1, 2009
Presented by SAVAC in partnership with the University of Toronto Art Centre and
the 4th Annual Tamil Studies Conference. The exhibition was accompanied by
an artist panel and drawing workshop. The panel took place at the conference
and brought together curator Sharmini Pereira and artists Bari Kumar and Chris
Chong.
Reply All
8 May – 11 June 2009
An online collaborative project, was developed with Art Metropole. Five
Canadian artists living and working in different parts of the world used the
internet to engage in visual dialogues. For the launch of SAVAC’s venture
into new virtual experiments, art theorists Gunalan Nadarajan and Janine
Marchessault were invited to talk on Ephemeral Art in the Digital Age.
Paper Planes: Annual Juried Members’ Group Exhibition
14-28 August 2009
A presentation of drawings, paintings and video works by emerging artists from
SAVAC’s membership: Sharlene Bamboat and Alexis Mitchell, Afshin Matlabi,
Jesus Mora, Gowri Savoor, Anjum Siddiqui and Hajra Waheed.

“Ephemeral Art in the Digital Age” - a lecture at Art Metropole for ReplyALL
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Programming Report – Education & Outreach programs
The highlights of the education and outreach programs include:
SAVAC Members’ Day: 10 Things You Need to Know as an Artist in Toronto!
24 January 2010
SAVAC organized an information and networking session for SAVAC members
to meet with William Huffman (Associate Director, Toronto Arts Council) and Lisa
Wohrle (Associate Visual and Media Arts Officer, Ontario Arts Council) and visit
some key organizations at the 401 Richmond Building.
Going Digital: Part 1
25 February 2009
In partnership with Gallery 44, SAVAC organized a workshop for our membership
that dealt with the basics of scanning, colour management and file preparation
for printing and portfolio presentation.
Grant Writing Workshop with Barbara Gilbert
21 March 2009
This workshop aimed to provide SAVAC members with the tools to develop
strong artist statements and visual representations for their grant applications.
“Making a House A Home” Drawing Workshop
23 May 2009
The drawing workshop “Making a House a Home” was presented at the 4th
Annual Tamil Studies Conference, and explored ideas of home and memory
within the Tamil community through oral narrative and drawing. Since then
workshop has also taken place at the Scarborough Arts Council.
Kite-making workshop at Telus Mosaic Festival
20 June 2009
This outreach activity was aimed at reaching the South Asian community that
attends the Telus Mosaic Festival in Mississauga, and included a kite-making
workshop for children and a sale of member art.
“MONITOR Express” at Mehndi! Masala! Masti!
24-26 July 2009
For Masala! Mehndi! Masti! SAVAC presented an ongoing screening called
MONITOR Express – a selection of the best Canadian shorts screened in the
Monitor program over the last five years.

7

Programming Report – Upcoming programs
Upcoming member and artistic programs, 2009/10:
Join the Fray: Finding Your Way in Toronto’s Art Scene
6 February 2010
This workshop is geared at newcomer and emerging artists to develop a strong
understanding of Toronto’s art scene.
Monitor 6: New South Asian Short Film and Video
24 March 2010
Curated by Toronto-based video artist and cultural theorist Richard Fung,
Monitor 6 will take place at the National Film Board Mediatheque and feature
works by internationally known video artists such as Asma Mundrawala, Tejal
Shah and Divya Mehra.
				
(the heart that has no love/pain/generosity is not a heart)
3 April to 2 May 2010
SAVAC’s collaboration with the ICC (Institute of Contemporary Culture) at the
ROM (Royal Ontario Museum) co-presented with the Images Festival, promises
to be a major programming event. Artists Jayce Salloum and Khadim Ali focus
on Afghanistan’s Bamiyan valley, where the Taliban destroyed two ancient
statues of the Buddha in 2001.
Pictures and Protests: Discussing the Tamil Diaspora Demonstrations
Through a series of artist-lead workshops, SAVAC seeks to initiate a broader
dialogue concerning the social, political and performative efficacy of the 2009
Tamil diaspora protests.
Annual Juried Members’ Group Exhibition
Scheduled for summer 2010
The works for the exhibition will be selected by SAVAC’s programming
committee and a guest juror from an open call. The exhibition will take place at
an exciting venue in Toronto/GTA. Please stay tuned for the call!
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State of Bengal performs at Wrong Bar for SAVAC’s 15th
birthday party

Mridu Chandra, Ali Kazimi and John Greyson at
MONITOR 5

“South-South Interruptions and Encounters” at the JMB
gallery, UofT

“The One Year Drawing Project: May 2005–October
2007” at the University of Toronto Art Centre

Participants of the “Making a House a Home” drawing
workshop at the University of Toronto Art Centre

“Paper Planes” SAVAC’s Annual Members’ Juried Group
Exhibition
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Summary Financial Statement, 31 August 2009

						
2009		
Revenue:
Grants					
$ 214,064		
Private sector				
5,864		
				
Total:
219,928		

226,095
5,209
231,304

Expenses:
Programs:				
$ 123,057		
Administration:			
76,577		
				
Total:
199,634		

95,540
123,614
219,154

Excess revenue over expenses:
					
$ 20,294		
								

2008

12,150

SAVAC remains in a stable financial position, having maintained a consistent
level of funding while managing to reduce operational and administrative
expenses by improving business process to find further cost efficiencies. This is
indicative of a positive trend.
The difference in grant revenue between our 2008 and 2009 years represents a
portion of funds received in our 2008 year from the Gateway Program for a onetime project.
The difference in program expenses in our 2009 year represents an additional
salary funded by the OTF for an Education and Outreach Officer position.
The difference in administration costs between our 2008 and 2009 year
represents the salary of a Marketing Officer and one-off capital expenses funded
by OTF.
SAVAC has been maintaining very prudent fiscal management practices in
preparation to transition out of OTF funding by establishing an administrative
reserve. In addition SAVAC has secured Charitable Status in December 2009 to
improve our ability to seek private sector and foundation funding.
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